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It all began at a Board of Directors meeting, with discussion about how to best permanently repair the gatehouse roof after it was damaged in the hurricane of 2003. A proposal was put forward to approach our city councilman, Jim Gennaro, a neighborhood
resident and past president of the Association, to see if he could come forth with some
of his discretionary budget money for the gatehouse repairs.
Jim embraced the Board’s request, and at the next general membership meeting, began
enthusiastically speaking about what could be done. The more he spoke about it, the
more he wanted to do. Suddenly the Board’s modest request for $10,000 for gatehouse
repairs increased to $500,000 for a total mall renovation and beautification, along with
completely restoring the gatehouse. A project of this scale and scope had never before
been done in our neighborhood. And as it became apparent that even more money would
be required to complete the beautiful designs of the Parks Department designers, Jim
stepped up again, finally allocating $787,000 to see the project through to completion.

City Councilman James Gennaro addressing the gathering.
Photo by Daniel Avita, NYC Dept. of Parks

In June, there was a ribbon cutting ceremony to formally dedicate the newly restored
and beautified malls. The lovely ceremony was presided over by Dorothy Lewandowski, Queens Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, with Jim Gennaro as the special
guest. There was a lot of handshaking, back-slapping and general good cheer, all due
to a project well done, with diligence and patience from all concerned. Dotty Lewandowski mentioned many times how pleasant an experience this project was for her and
her staff, and we in the community concur. We look forward to maintaining this good
relationship long into the future.

Marie Adam-Ovide, Com. Bd. 8 Dist. Mgr., Queens Parks Comm.
Dotty Lewandowski, City Councilman Jim Gennaro, and JEA Board
of Directors members. Photo by Daniel Avita, NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation

Queens Comm. of Parks Dotty Lewandowski, City Councilman
James Gennaro, and JEA President Michael Bookbinder.
Photo by Daniel Avita, NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Never before, in the 78 year history of our
Jamaica Estates community, has such a major
investment been made to restore the fundamental beauty of our neighborhood. The Mall Renovation and Gatehouse Restoration projects are
unprecedented expenditures, by either private
or government agencies.
Hats off to our City Councilman Jim Gennaro!! As a 62 year resident of Midland Parkway,
and now President of the JEA, I emphasized to
Jim how important the Midland Malls and Memorial Gatehouse were as symbols of Jamaica
Estates. Jim listened. Because he saw how
badly the malls and gatehouse were neglected,
he came forth with the incredible amount of
$787,000 for a complete restoration.

Construction of new curbing,
traffic islands and planting began
last Fall, with a major push this
Spring. Work proceeded quickly,
and almost overnight trees and
plants would spring up in front of
our eyes. Some of the plants did
not survive, but they have been dutifully replaced by the contractor.
As part of his contract, the landscaping contractor has an obligation to maintain and water all his
plantings for two years, and must
replace anything which dies during this period. Parks has requested that we be their eyes in this, and
report any plantings that do not
look to be thriving and healthy.
Photos by Ed Morrill, JEA

Jamaica Estates board member, and longtime
resident, Ed Morrill (JEA Parks & Landscape
Chairman), worked closely with Councilman
Gennaro and Parks Department designers to
assure that the plans would meet the desires of
the community. We can now be assured that
residents now, and long into the future, will be
able to enjoy the beauty and tranquility of our
Malls and Gatehouse.
Michael Bookbinder, JEA President
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Keil Bros., Inc. Nursery
Everything for your garden

210-03 48th Avenue
Bayside
(718) 224-2020
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Yoga Classes
Yoga Therapy
Nutritional Counseling • Shiatsu
Rachel Gluckstein, R.N. 718.380.2261
Rachelsyoga@aol.com
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Queens medical associates
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176-60 Union Tpk., Fresh Meadows, NY 11366

Phone (718) 460-2300 • Fax (718) 460-9697

After months of design work, the plans for the Mall
Beautification and Gatehouse Restoration Project were
ready for bids from contractors. There were no bidders
capable of doing both the planting work for the malls
beautification and the preservation work required for the
gatehouse, so the Parks Department finally decided to
split the contracts in order to allow the work on the planting to begin. It also became evident that more money
was going to be needed to complete the projects with
the degree of design and detail envisioned by the designers and community, with hundreds of new flowering
trees, shrubs, flowers and addition of new planting areas.
Once again, Councilman Jim Gennaro willingly and
wholeheartedly stepped up with the additional money
required.
A contractor for the Gatehouse Restoration was finally
found, and after the Malls Dedication, another ceremony
took place, the groundbreaking for the Gatehouse Restoration Project. Work is scheduled to begin on the gatehouse this month.
Photo by Daniel Avita, NYC Dept. of
Parks & Recreation

At our June membership meeting, Dotty
Lewandowski, Queens Comm. of Parks &
Recreation, was presented with an framed
photographic image of the Greenstreets
triangle at Midland Parkway & Surrey
Place, taken and presented by Ed Morrill,
JEA Landscape Chairman. With them
were Councilman Jim Gennaro and JEA
President Michael Bookbinder. The photo was a thank you for all the work Parks
did to make the Malls project a success.
Photo by Susan Zigman, JEA

kris agency & home care

french tutor

on the spot cleaners

by Native French Woman
Provides Nurses & Home Health Aides in Private
For Children & Adults • Individual and Group Lessons
Homes & Hospitals and Nursing Homes
169-14 Hillside Ave.
Jamaica, NY 11432

Tel: 718-262-9009
Call: 718-262-8213

Reasonable Rates

718-297-7557

Organic Dry Cleaning

Soon-Y. Park • Won-Ja Park
184-04 Union Turnpike, Fresh Meadows, NY 11366

(718) 454-6655 / (718) 454-0828
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